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ABSTRACT
This paper aims at examining populist policy as the political core in Taksin Regime, particularly how it was developed and implemented that had become the most political popularity at the time. It will also look into how it turned a great success to his government and Taksin himself. In addition to that, how such policy had a great impact to poor people including the changes of political relationship between the government, government officers and villagers need be looked at. More importantly, the government’s attitude and conception toward poor people and their various movements considered interesting to be scrutinized.Since the September 19 coup there has had some significant political changes in terms of populist policy, in particular. This needs be painstakingly taken a look at. Some populist policy deliberately called off while some remains unchanged. The reason why the latter has been kept on will be remarkably observed. Meanwhile, the interim government’s perception to politics, particularly this populist policy is worth being looked out. When the former policy abandoned and seems to be replaced by the concept on sufficiency economy that has different political and economic significances. The other crucial point that needs be monitored appears in the way of interim government to poor people and their outstanding issues and problems including their political movements as consequences seeking their right solutions. What to be distinguished is how differently or similarly the former and interim governments acted toward these poor people’s movements. It has to be noted that since the coup when the martial law has been enacted and the declaration made by National Security Council (NSC) followed, the gathering of over 5 persons prohibited. This has had a direct and great impact to the poor people’s movements in terms of their strategy to make a political awareness in response to their own troubles as ever exercised.The above different political perception between Taksin regime and the interim government toward populist policy and poor people including their political movements considered significantly and interestingly observed. What to be thoroughly examined is under unlike political circumstances whether or not the populist policy and poor people’s movements would be remained or absolutely abandoned.

Introduction
This paper aims at examining populist policy as the political core in Thaksin Regime, particularly how it was developed and implemented that had become the most political popularity at the time. It will also look into how it turned a great success to his government and Thaksin himself. In addition to that, how such policy had a great impact to poor people including the changes of political relationship between the government, government officers and villagers need be looked at. More importantly, the government’s attitude and conception toward poor people and their various movements considered interesting to be scrutinized.

Speaking about outstanding populist policy that made Thaksinomics popular included debt moratorium for farmers, SMEs projects (small and medium size enterprises) in relation to an assets capitalized. At the same time state-owned enterprises privatization actively encouraged through several economic schemes. Lower classes’ purchasing power deliberately pushed for aiming at economic growth across the entire nation. On health care scheme, 30 Baht universal healthcare program introduced for all classes.

The core of Thaksinomics revolves around populist economic policies designed to increase the purchasing power of Thailand's rural lower classes, who make up the majority of the country's population. These policies have included

A three-year debt moratorium for farmers, combined with orders to Thailand's state-owned banks to aggressively extend loans to farmers, villages and SMEs (small and medium-size enterprises) at discounted rates. In the area of public health, Thaksin started the 30 Baht universal heathcare program, which guarantees universal healthcare coverage for just 30 Baht, Village funds, One Tambon, One Product, the people's bank and assets capitalized, which give incentives for the development of rural small and medium-sized enterprises and the groups of poor people.

These policies have made Thaksin Shinawatra incredibly popular. After an unprecedented uninterrupted 4 years as Prime Minister, his Thai Rak Thai (TRT) party won a landslide victory in the February 2005 elections, winning 374 out of 500 seats in Parliament. This is the largest number of parliamentary seats ever gained by a single party in Thailand's history as a democratic country.

As a result, the above policy led to a huge massive vote buying around the nation particularly in the rural areas where poor people claimed as victims of such policy. Not to mention the widespread cronyism and corruption between politicians and businessmen. This has become a key motivation and claimed as one of significant objectives of September the 19th  coup by CNS. 

Since then there has had some remarkable political changes in terms of this populist policy, in particular. This needs be painstakingly taken a look at. Some populist policy deliberately called off while some remains unchanged yet with different title. The reason why the latter has been kept on will be remarkably observed. Meanwhile, the interim government’s perception to politics, particularly this populist policy is worth being looked out. When the former policy abandoned and seems to be replaced by the concept on sufficiency economy that has different political and economic significances. 

The other crucial point that needs be monitored appears in the way of interim government to poor people and their outstanding issues and problems including their political movements as consequences seeking their right solutions. What to be distinguished is how differently or similarly the former and interim governments acted toward these poor people’s movements. It has to be noted that since the coup when the martial law has been enacted and the declaration made by National Security Council (NSC) followed, the gathering of over 5 persons prohibited. This has had a direct and great impact to the poor people’s movements in terms of their strategy to make a political awareness in response to their own troubles as ever exercised.

The above different political perception between Thaksin regime and the interim government toward populist policy and poor people including their political movements considered significantly and interestingly observed. What to be thoroughly examined is under unlike political circumstances whether or not the populist policy and poor people’s movements would be remained or absolutely abandoned.

From “Two Virtual Nations” to “Thaksin’s Populism”

To better understand the perceptions of Council for National Security (CNS) including anti-Thaksin allies like Sondhi Limthongkul and the yellow-shirt-wearing movement, etc. to Thaksin’s populism, it has been interestingly clarified in Dr. Anek Laothammatas’s book on the similar title. Grassroots recognized as victims of Thaksin’s populism who eagerly and easily hooked by the said policy. True of false, that needs to be looked up thoroughly.

Peasants have always been politicians’ significant support in terms of their votes whenever the national election comes up, and a consequence, have inevitably formed the government. Meanwhile, the middle class, on the contrary, put themselves as the core policy critiques, the government not only analyzed but also discredited through particular ones. The government could be turned down once such policy proved corrupt or misled to the massive economic destruction, for instance. Apparently, the total different role and power of these two groups has brought about an endless political impasse when speaking about politics and so-called democracy.

From this conception, vote buying is to be shouldered by villagers’ stupidities leading to the corrupt government. The key accusation was their lack of political awareness and conscience. The middle class, unfortunately the minor group are well-educated has a greater political knowledge and sharply analyzed how corrupt the government was. Yet the latter has less number countering with the former for the better politics. 

As a result, there has been a great effort to bar villagers from such action illustrated in the 1997 Constitution while the middle class well promoted its political participation as claimed by several media means. It has to be remarkably noted that the above concept led to some significant political changes and reforms.

The other book of his, Anek doubted if villagers could turn themselves as the power of civil society to improving and building up a so-called civic culture. He believed urbanization liberates subjects to freethinking and turned individuality finally. Yet somehow later, the gathering of individuals created different social groups like chamber of commerce, business association, etc. 

He strongly believed that the concept of civil society could not be introduced to villagers because of their false conscience. While the heart of civil society focused on public interests and benefits, the key element that has never come across to villagers’ minds in his viewpoints. Because of their “subjective consciousness”, villagers therefore could be easily encouraged to some benefits in response to some certain action. This has been revealed as the lack of moral nor discipline.

Above concept through Thaksin’s populism also looked at villagers as those who are irresponsible for the nation’s interests and benefits, no sense for the mass. They well accepted the mentioned policy that served their exact needs. Apparently, they overlooked the negative consequences that will certainly follow in the long term basis.

In contradictory, city people, not only have a better education but more importantly also have a greater “conscience” in light of citizen’s responsibilities to the nation. Thaksin’s populism could not easily be sold to them like grassroots who, in this conception, greedily bought it.

Looking through democratization, the military coup and the yellow-shirt-wearing movements, villagers have been seen as defendants of problematic society. Following the coup, where the interim government appointed for one year to clean up the political mess and put it in order. Villagers as defendants then inevitable considered to be discharged as successful populism means. Certain military measures taken up to get rid of their political movements or gatherings claimed illegitimate by “the coup”. Those measures included the way they were investigated or were after by police officers obstructing their political action.

The other effort to call off the populist policy to be replaced and re-branded by the concept of sufficiency economy. Last but definitely not least, in the process of drafting new constitution, grassroots deliberately undermined their political power and significance through usual election procedure. This will be thoroughly discussed in the next paragraphs.

Grassroots under “military state” controls

Since villagers and poor people claimed as “Thaksin’s populist victims” and turned “social defendants” that they need be controlled by military officers. Undoubtedly, their movements investigated and closely been kept an eye on. 

However, the above military monitor turned a serious threat to villagers and poor people, particularly in the countryside. This can be seen through several manners of controls over their usual political movements like those of assembly of the poor, for example. Not to mention their daily life activities severely threatened as well.

It has to be remarkably noted that even local media like news and information center for villagers assigned through “Poo Yai Baan”, head of village that over 5 villagers gathering strictly prohibited. Labour vans or public buses often examined by police officers that it has become a regular scene for all villagers.

More importantly, military controls exercised through different laws like martial law that completely enforced in the first place withdrawn in some provinces since January 5, 2007 while the other 35 provinces so-called “underwater wave” areas remain unchanged. Meanwhile, there are a number of decrees made by CNS to bar poor people’s movements in the name of national security.

CNS’s Decree volume 6 has evidently addressed to workers and peasants that even though they completely understand how hard the economic situation these people have been put under, yet because of the current unstable political turmoil, they are requested not to make any political movements to improve their circumstances as it might lead to the national risk threatened by the other groups who have ill-intention to national stability.

At the same time,  “Kor Aor Ror Mor Nor” (Internal Security Operations Command)

 has actively been rebirth as tools for internal political stability in the same manner it was conducted since the cold war era. Poverty Eradication Center founded by the Thaksin government consequently aborted and modified to Poverty Eradication and Rural Development Center in response to the philosophy of sufficiency economy under the umbrella of Kor Aor Ror Mor Nor.

This reflected the current government’s perception to poverty in behalf of national security that “the battle of masses” needs be exercised. It seeks the way of withdrawing Thaksin’s populist policy that people have been misled to. The way of conduct was similar to the one initiated to encountering with the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) in the past. 

Poor villagers in rural provinces have evidently been controlled under “military state” since September the 19th coup. Not to mention the resurrection of complete authority over poor people’s political movements. Little spaces of villagers’ political participation to improving their hard livelihood issues and circumstances fully barred.

Thaksin’s Populist Policy re-branded to Sufficiency Economy

Since Thaksin’s populist policy, in the perception of interim government as well as CNS has misled poor people to worse poverty, a greater debt, materialism, over expenses, etc., the new concept then crucially needs be encouraged. Such policy considered as “black magic” shed over” villagers throughout 5 years of Thaksin regime brought about a worse economic situation to them. The sufficiency economy in response to royal initiatives therefore introduced and encouraged. The interim government clearly wants to debunk Thaksin’s populism by replaced and re-branded it with the King’s sufficiency economy concept.  

A huge modification in attempt to eradicate Thaksin’s populist policy started with the change of grassroots to taproots. The simple reason was to completely eradicate whatever named in the Thaksin government. Next was populist replaced with sufficiency economy, communitarianism, sustainability, etc. 

The interim government has also withdrawn the Potential Enhancement of Small Medium and Large Size Community( SML) projects and modified to “the Project of Potential Enhancement Community under Sufficiency Economy Philosophy”. The budget over Baht 10,000.00 million spent to this project.

A number of projects have been withdrawn respectively following the above concept namely housing project for poor people initiated by the government savings bank followed by the project of cows for million families, assets capitalized project.

Next was the conduct of re-branding existing projects and schemes. Those included One Tambol One Product (OTOP) project replaced with “Outlet to On-shelf Peer Working” or local and community product, 30 Baht healthcare scheme is to be terminated and free of charge heath care to be exercised under  the  universal heathcare program. In addition, One District one Educational Fund Project replaced with “the Project of Educational Fund for Local Development”. Meanwhile, the One million Baht Village Funds has been in the process of reconsideration whether or not it needs be withdrawn. State officers need be involved in terms of a decision making process.

Table1

	Populist Policies
	New Programs

	Re-branded

-One Tambol One Product (OTOP)
	“Outlet to On-shelf Peer Working” or Local and Community Product

	-30 Baht Healthcare Scheme
	-free of charge heath care to be exercised under  the  universal heathcare program

	-One District one Educational Fund
	-the Project of Educational Fund for Local Development

	Withdrawn 

-Housing Project for Poor People 
	-

	-Assets Capitalized Project
	-

	-the Project of Cows for Million Families
	-

	Modified

-the Potential Enhancement of Small Medium and Large Size Community( SML) Projects
	-the Project of Potential Enhancement Community under Sufficiency Economy Philosophy


Grassroots , Populist Victims  and New Drafting Constitution

In accordance with the concept of populist policy eradication that grassroots considered its victims and to be controlled by military state, it has inevitably and significantly led to the idea of new constitution drafting.

More importantly, new politics are to be designed in response to not only eradicating those social defendants but also creating new power of aristocrats. Apparently people politics had been seen helpless and hopeless mechanisms to democratization in their point of views.

A crucial consequence was the deduction of state power and people power increment to the good governance is no longer considered. Election was no more the right answer to paving the right path of democracy. The previous election in Thaksin regime brought about “the husbands and wives parliament” meaning that politician networks controlled over the parliamentary mechanisms. Thus, independent organizations appointed by senators worked under these politicians’ control, no independence as it has been designed to be. 

Given all above, the question among aristocrats is whether or not the principles of “the government by consent” still considered appropriate to Thai society and politics. As a result, the new drafting constitution and political reform is to be designated relative to “Thai traditional democracy”. That is to say turning back to international means of democracy and bringing about royal political power in drafting the new constitution.

The idea is senators are to be appointed by privy council then independent organizations to be appointed by senators respectively. There is also an attempt to name outsource person who is well approved by military groups and royalists as a prime minister. In this respect, political parties are to be crucially undermined through the withdrawal of an electoral system from one man one vote and party list system. Significant consequence is there will be no longer strong and powerful political party like That Rak Thai but small and scattered ones.

Decentralization is therefore significantly undermined through above conception while bureaucratic system is to be lively and actively revitalized.

In other words, all above perceptions are to be translated into written constitution through the new draft. Undoubtedly, it is the revitalization of aristocrats’ power, royalists as well as military conducts. The little space of people politics through existing channels seems much more limited while poor people as victims of populist policy or social defendants, particularly in this context need be completely eliminated.

……………….
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